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Ounded soldier on mend

: 'center unable to taik or breathe

. Jason Poole \md«s on the driving simulator at the VA Palo Alte Polytruama Center.
Poote was severely injured in'lrag and has undergone six reconstructive surgeries since arriving at the
h;s own. Daily News photo by Victor Maccharol;.

:'Hospltal rehablhtates troops injured in Irag

BY DANIEL VELTON
DAILY HEWS STAFE WRITER

Several decades ago, the
shrapnel that blasted through
the side of Jason Poole’s head
and came out his eye probably
would have killed him,
the Z3-year-vic U5

! is considerin

go&a‘;

: ‘become a teacher. He is pian-
- ning a move over the weekend
into a

Cupertine apartment to
live with a friend.

He is discussing these plans
over g Burger King breakfast
sandwc‘z ab(}u? 17 months after
: 'é“zoszmcmze; and going

habilitation af &
uvma’ cenie
hofa "m{; 5

nationwide, where medical spe-
cialists are treating a new bread
of wounded servicemembers.
“The genesis for this was the
number of injuries coming from
Irag and Afghanistan,” said
Gordon Mansfield, Deputy Sec-
retary e; ma Department of Vet-
srans whe visited the

traiis
Palo ,.&Jt{; hospital site yes-

See WOUNDED, page 64
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Eerday “The rmhtary is -saving people

. that-in my: generaUOn ~-Vietnam. — -

. wonld have beenrdead.™ + -

| Poole, who gradaated from Cuperting -
. I-Ilgh School in 2()()0 is hi(c}y oce of them. -

Pummeied :nto coma
He joined the Marines at the age of I’J’
and was on' pateol- duty- atong the frag-

o mcreasmg immbers of nuhtary per-

- sonnel” returning - from overseas - with
“Fdgvere brain tratima caused by roadside
-bombs or other improvised explosives. -
- Kerri Childress; a-VA Pdlo-Alto-health.
*.care spokeswoman, said that studies indi-
. cated “60-t0:70 percent of the people that -
“we ‘are treating would ot have survived -
. (the ﬁ;rst) Gulf. War, let alone Vietnam .

‘Syria border on June 30, 2004, when an' .

exploswe ‘wreaked havec o his ‘head.
““He was ifa coma for two months; and -
paralyzed on'the right side of his body- .

: after regaimng CONSECIonsness.

At Jeast five surgeries and months. of
: rehablhtatlon Iater Poole can see ot of

his right eye and hear out of one ear.
T extremely. happy, he said.

“Cons;denng the blast-thing and every~.

thmg else, I feel pretty. good ”

“The Palo Alto polytrauma center; g
. part of a system that includes similar
centers: m aneapohs, '}‘ampa ané_

Richmond, Va:

. The centers were formeé in response -

-'--Emproveé armor, science
She said the increased: survwal rate
was likely due to Kevlar helmets, body. -
- armeor and improved field medicive. The
- injuries. that servicemembers' live with
-sabsequenﬂy, however,. are often more,
- - sertous than before. - = :
Mansfield, the federal: oﬁ’mal who
visited with several of the 23:1ocal poly-
trauma patients in the mommg, said, "A"
ot of the traumatic brain injuty is some-
thing - the ‘military didn’t’ catch before.

Like every war, ‘we: ieam as:we. go
along.”

: Psycimlov;sts doctﬁrs and m}rses .

treat: the servicemembers’ injuries with
different approaches, aﬁd technolo
plays a significant role. =701

“The most common pr@stheﬁc v1szt0rs

will see-in Ehe umit; for example, isa

PRA
“It's as close toa prosthenc for the

‘brain’ds we can get,” Childress said.

Pat;ents, many of " -whom suffer from

‘memory problems,: afe: issued the paim—

sized "computers -and “input’ daxly or
weekly reminders, as: well as -pho-

tographs’ of hospital empioyees along
:-_th their pames.

. Poole; the corpdrai sald he has
improved -damatically. becaus¢ of the

: specmhz.ed physu:al aad mental rehabﬂ—
.mmon e

He does' not Tike to dweH of the war
that made (he treatment necessary, but he

- does ‘think of it on occasion, and the fact

that he remains upbeat surprxses even

-h:mself

#4 feel like 1 should be real}y

-éep#e%sed,” he said.



